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Found King Blue Grass in 
your paddock?
Contact FBA. We provide tailored advice and 
on-ground support to help you achieve your 
management goals.
admin@fba.org.au
07 4999 2800

King Blue Grass once rolled across 
the bluegrass downs of central 
Queensland. Now endangered, it tells 
a story worth listening to where it’s 
found today.

King Blue 
Grass  
Snapshot

In the 
Landscape

A perennial native grass, King 
Blue Grass stabilises soils, 
supports native species, and 
signals a functioning, healthy 
ecosystem. Its presence alone 
is an indicator that the land is in 
good shape.

Much of its habitat has been 
lost to cropping, mining and 
development since European 
settlement. Remaining 
populations are significant for 
biodiversity and keeping central 
Queensland's native pasture 
systems intact.

Highly palatable to livestock, 
it's often grazed before it can 
recover. But give paddocks time 
to rest and the grass a chance 
to set seed, and it rebuilds, 
supporting stronger, more 
resilient pastures over time.

In the 
Community

In the 
Paddock

Key Threats
Habitat loss: Clearing for agriculture, roads and infrastructure has significantly reduced the areas where 
King Blue Grass can survive.

Grazing pressure: Livestock and herbivores, native and feral, can graze plants down faster than they can 
recover and set seed.

Invasive weeds: Buffel Grass, Parthenium and Parkinsonia compete aggressively for light, water and soil, 
crowding out remaining plants.



Queensland Bluegrass
(Dichanthium sericeum)

Sheda Grass
(Dichanthium annulatum)

Want your full copy of the King Blue Grass Pocket Field 
Guide? Scan the QR code to learn more.

King Blue Grass
(Dichanthium queenslandicum)

Inflorescence

What it looks like

Up to

80
tall

cm

Grass stalks: Smooth, 
upright stems usually 
growing singly from 
the base.

Grass blades: Narrow, 
flat leaves typical of 
bluegrass species.

Seed heads: Small straw-
coloured to pale purple seed 
heads held at the top of 
the stems.

Species Profile
GRASS FAMILY

Poaceae

HABITAT

Native bluegrass downs and open 
grasslands on heavy clay soils.

STATUS

Native, endangered nationally and 
Vulnerable in Queensland.

DISTRIBUTION IN CQ

Scattered populations from Nebo 
to Monto and west to Clermont 
and Rolleston.

What is not King Blue Grass
These grasses are often confused with King Blue Grass. Grab a copy of our Pocket 
Field Guide to help you tell the difference while out in the paddock.

Seed


