
Our country, Our future.

Mick Kelly and Jackie Fowler have owned Station Creek since 2014, a 2000ha property near 
Glenroy, approximately 80km north of Rockhampton. They first became involved with Fitzroy 
Basin Association Inc. (FBA) at the start of 2015 when they had their first National Landcare 
Program one-on-one, leading to involvement in a Reef Rescue Riparian Project.

A Case Study:

NLP one-on-one visit to Station Creek 

STATION CREEK

Onground land management has taken 3 years to commence, 
due to the couple’s work commitments in Western Australia. 
Mick Kelly and Jackie Fowler were searching for a considerable 
time across Australia for their perfect property before 
deciding upon Station Creek. The property was formerly a 
part of Homehill Station prior to purchase. An ideal climate 
and sharing a common border with Goodedulla National 
Park would prove to be selling features. As the crow flies, 
Station Creek is 7km from the Fitzroy River, in a high priority 
catchment for the WQIP2015 Neighborhood catchment F17.

COUNTRY

While not actively residing at Station Creek, Mick and Jackie 
opened up the land for cattle agistment. The cattle were 
heavily grazing the flat country at the front of the property. As 
a result, erosion has increased and Indian couch is abundant. 
The property consists of gum topped box flats, narrow leaved 
ironbark with rosewood and goldfields country. There is also 
blue gum, river red gum flats, eucalypts and bloodwood on 
clays which is predominantly where the cattle congregate. A 
large percentage of the country has a mix of black spear grass, 
kangaroo grass, forest bluegrass and wiregrass.  

IMPLEMENTING CHANGE

Jackie and Mick are forward thinking graziers, keen 
to be involved in projects and workshops hosted 
in their region. They have since had another NLP 
one-on-one to reintroduce tools such as land 
condition assessments and FORAGE budgeting.                                                                                       
“It’s invaluable to be able to bounce ideas off someone 
with knowledge and training for what works in our unique 
conditions,” said Jackie. Moving forward, they are now 
involved in a Reef Trust 3 fencing implementation project.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

FBA, through a one-on-one NLP funded 
property visit, have been able to offer 

sound technical land management advice. A marked improvement 
in diversified pasture and overall groundcover is predicted, 
in turn reducing land based run-off. Following on from the 
projects associated with Reef Rescue,  a riparian fence, tank and 
trough have enabled the owners to periodically rest half of the 
overgrazed area.  

“A hugely beneficial moment for us was the ability to 

speak to someone from FBA about our property and 

the prospect of some funding to help assist us in our 

endeavours,”   Jackie Fowler, landholder

Cattle continue to be on agistment at Station Creek, but with 
adoption of management skills, the landholder’s future goal is to 
host their own stock. There are ambitious plans for the property 
with the newly gained onground ability to begin implementation. 
A key aspect of achieving these goals begins with further 
development of infrastructure, which will be the key to utilising 
available pasture and, hence, improved land condition. Improved 
pastures will result in higher fertile soils through a time controlled 
grazing system. 

“The one-on-one visit was a shift in perspective for 

us. It really made us sit down and consider the future 

development of our property.” 

Ongoing land management projects at Station Creek provide a 
fantastic example of the effects of long term engagement with 
FBA. Jackie and Mick are outstanding examples of innovative 
landholders who recognise the value of taking onboard the advice 

offered from FBA on opportunities to 
further improve their enterprise. 


