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A forum examining the 
risks and possiblities 
associated with carbon 
trading combined with 
the launch of a history 
book at the Fitzroy Basin 
Association AGM on 
October 24.
The forum ‘Carbon 
Market: Friend or Foe for 
Agriculture?’ preceded 
the Annual General 
Meeting and was well 
attended by around 
80 interested agency 
representatives and 
landholders. 
This was followed by lunch and the launch of the book 
‘Working towards a sustainable future: a history of the 
Fitzroy Basin Association Incorporated’, by Federal Member 
for Capricornia Kirsten Livermore, who wrote the book’s 
foreword.  Also on hand was author and history lecturer at 
CQUniversity, Barbara Webster.
The FBA Annual General Meeting followed, at which all 
office bearers were returned including Ted Scott as Chair.
Guest speakers on the carbon forum panel included Drew 
Wagner from AgForce Queensland who spoke about the 
implications of the national emissions trading scheme on 
agriculture, Dr Lorraine Stephenson from Ernst and Young 
who explained the risks associated with the carbon trading 
market, Terry McCosker from Carbonlink discussed a new 
program aimed at trading soil carbon, Penny Van Oosterzee 
from Degree Celsius who spoke of a project in north 
Queensland to verify biocarbon credits on the voluntary 
market, and Bob Miles from CQUniversity who gave an 
overview of the impact of climate change on our local 
economy.

Photos: Top - (L-R) FBA Chair Ted Scott, Barbara Webster, Kirsten Livermore 
and Suzie Christensen during the launch of the FBA history book. Second 
from top - (L-R) FBA’s Mike Bent, and Helen Dunne and Kellie Nilsson from 
Dawson Catchment Coordinating Association at the AGM. Second from 
bottom - (L-R) Guest speaker Penny Van Oosterzee catches up with Rebecca 
Frechleton from CQUniversity and Steven Bray from DPI&F. Bottom- Kaye 
Wilson and FBA Treasurer Chris Rolfe at the AGM.
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Innovative ideas grow with funds 
A new fund is ensuring central Queensland is at the 
forefront of progressive practices including natural 
sequence farming, sequential cropping, subsurface 
drip irrigation, and biological farming. 

Nine projects have been developed to examine 
new and cutting-edge land management practices 
through the Fitzroy Basin Association Inc (FBA) 
Innovation Fund.

FBA Chief Executive Officer Suzie Christensen said 
the successful projects shared in funding of more 
than $650,000 to conduct innovative trials, hold field 
days and develop new technology.

“We were impressed by quality and variety of the 
applications we received and believe the projects 
chosen will provide real insight and stimulus for the 
local agricultural community,” Ms Christensen said.

“Many landholders are interested in the potential 
of new practices and technologies but need more 
evidence or information on how it can be applied in 
the local area.”

Ms Christensen said the Innovation Fund was 
created specifically to support ‘out of the box’ ideas 
that would not fit into normal funding streams.

“Some great ideas never get off the ground because 
no-one is willing to back them – so we wanted to 
provide a pool of money that catered to untried 
project ideas we might not normally fund,” she said.

“We have an open mind about the outcomes of 
the projects, because it’s all about expanding our 
knowledge and we can learn from both successes 
and failures.”

Funding was provided for projects to:

-	 Trial sequential cropping in the 		
	 Dawson area.
-	 Organise a field trip to examine 		
	 natural sequence farming (NSF)		
	 techniques.  
-	 Support a trial of automated 	
	 subsurface drip irrigation, 
	 chemigation and fertigation in 		
	 pineapples near Yeppoon. 
-	 Promote precision agriculture and 		
	 remote sensing technologies.
-	 Investigate the potential of pasture 
	 cropping and biological farming 		
	 (e.g. 	 compost teas and extracts) 		
	 and soil carbon sequestration.
-	 Investigate how central Queensland 		
	 can prepare for climate change.
-	 Hold a series of webinars on 			
	 agricultural issues.
-	 Hold a community forum in 2009 to 		
	 share innovative ideas.

RIGHT: Peter Attard (left) and John McTaggart investigate 
microbes produced through compost tea under a microscope. 
Peter Attard brews his own teas and is involved in an 
Innovation fund project to examine the potential of biological 
farming.  

Water quality test results available on website
FBA is playing its part to identify water quality 
problems, and help develop solutions.  
FBA is part of the Technical Working Group 
established to examine water quality issues in CQ.
Between 28-30 September, field officers from 
the Fitzroy Basin Association Inc (FBA) collected 
around 20 water samples, in a sweep across the 
Mackenzie and Isaac rivers and tributaries.
Samples were processed through a nationally 
accredited lab, and were analysed for a host of ions 

and metals.  The main concern from this round of 
sampling is the level of salts or more specifically 
sodium and chloride. 
When rated against drinking water guidelines 
that are set by the Australian and New Zealand 
Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC), 
several sites indicated contamination. 
A map showing the sites tested and the full set of 
test results are available on the FBA website at 
www.fba.org.au.
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Signs show the way to protect scrub

Natural resource 
management on the 
Central Highlands 
received a boost in 
September, as CHRRUP 
announced the 
appointment of a new 
Executive Officer.

Rolfe Ellem accepted the 
position with CHRRUP 
(Central Highlands 
Regional Resources Use Planning Cooperative).

Rolfe has extensive experience as a Project 
Development Advisor for various community groups 
overseas, as well as a Farm Financial Counsellor 
for the DPI&F in Australia.  Rolfe has a Bachelor 
of Agricultural Economics and his specialist fields 
include agricultural extension, farm management 
economics, community liaison, animal production 
and agricultural marketing.

Rolfe is looking forward to taking on his new 
position.  “The next twelve months will be a period 
of learning and re-aligning processes to fit in with 
the Federal Government’s priorities.  We aim to 
improve the sustainability of natural resource use 
and management in the Central Highlands by 
encouraging greater coordination, improved planning 
and stronger partnerships between industry and 
community groups.”

Rolfe joins CHRRUP

Critically endangered ‘beach 
scrub’ on the Capricorn 
Coast now has a sign to 
inform locals of the value of 
the ecosystem.  
An interpretive sign, pictured 
right, has been erected near 
beach scrub remnants at 
Fisherman’s Beach in Emu 
Park.
The sign was developed 
through FBA’s ‘Bringing Back 
the Beach Scrub’ project in 
partnership with Emu Park 
Community Bushcare Group, 
and funded by the Australian 
and Queensland government 
departments in partnership 
with the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Be on the look out for Mexican feather grass (pictured 
above), a new Class 1 weed to have invaded QLD. 
Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 
(DPI&F) Biosecurity Queensland inspectors are 
working cooperatively with retail nurseries at Yeppoon, 
Mackay, Emerald and Biloela who have on-sold this 
potentially devastating weed that was mistakenly 
labelled as Stipa capillata and Stipa capriccio. 
DPI&F is calling on people to report any suspicious 
looking plants. More photographs can be found on the 
DPI&F website at www.dpi.qld.gov.au.  
Anyone who believes they have Mexican feather grass 
or have seen it growing is asked not to try to move 
or dump that plant. If in Central Queensland, contact 
Melissa Wall at Rockhampton DPI&F on 4936 0398 or 
Corey Bell at Mackay on 4967 0647 or make a free call 
to DPI&F Business Information Centre on 13 25 23.

Look out for weed



Six splatter guns to fight lantana
Six splatter guns are now available for hire to 
help landholders in the fight to control lantana 
in the Boyne Calliope region.
The splatter guns were purchased through 
the Boyne Calliope Sub Region (BCSR) of the 
Fitzroy Basin Association to help landholders 
protect native scrub from the invasive weed.
BCSR field officer Sara Steel said the splatter 
guns were funded through the Rainforest 
Recovery Program which aims to enhance 
the management of native rainforests in the 
area.
“Lantana is highly invasive and has the ability 
to out-compete rainforest species.  The 
splatter guns will provide many direct and 
indirect benefits for scrub protection” she 
said.
“The splatter guns are an excellent tool for accessing 
lantana in difficult terrain as they can be used off 
horseback, quad bike, vehicle or by walking. 
“They provide a targeted, low volume, high 
concentration “splatter” of glyphosate to Lantana 
within a 10m radius of the operator.  Less chemical 
is used (reducing herbicide costs) and over-spray is 
greatly reduced”.
The guns will be made available to the community 
through the Gladstone Regional Council who will hire 
them out for a nominal fee.  Contact Darryl Saw at the 
Calliope office on 4975 8100 for details.
The splatter guns will also be demonstrated at an 
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upcoming “Lantana Control Field Day” being 
organised by BCSR in collaboration with the council, 
the National Lantana Management Group and the 
Fitzroy River and Coastal Catchments Inc.
The field day will be held at the ‘Yarrawonga’ 
property on Norton Road, off the Gladstone-Monto 
Road, on Tuesday 2 December, 2008 from 9:30am 
until 1:30pm followed by a BBQ lunch.
Landholders will have the opportunity to test the 
new guns for themselves on the day, as well as 
learn more about different lantana control methods 
and talk to experts in the field.
For more information or to RSVP please contact 07 
4975 6555. 

Dawson group celebrates 10 years
Around 35 people attended a 10 
year reunion dinner for the Dawson 
Catchment Coordinating Association 
(DCCA) on 11 November. 

Committee, staff and community 
members gathered to celebrate the 
occasion, including Sandy McCubbin, 
who was instrumental in writing “A 
Fishy Tale” back in 2001.

Prior to the dinner, DCCA held their 
AGM which was attended by 20 people.    
A new vice Chairman was elected 
- Dennis Cormack from Guluguba. 
Other office bearere returned to 
their roles include the Chair Helen 
Dunne, Secretary Errol Conachan and 
theTreasurer Peter Lees.

ABOVE: (L-R) Owen Becker from Taroom, Russell Gillingham of 
Wandoan, and newly elected vice Chair of DCCA, Dennis Cormack  
from Guluguba.
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The 10th Queensland Weed Symposium will be 
held at Capricorn Resort, Yeppoon from the 26-29th 
July 2009. 

The Weeds Symposium is an important forum 
to promote and educate delegates on efficient, 
practical and safe control of weeds. 

The event, held biennially, has become a key 
gathering attended by weed control officers, natural 
resource managers, researchers and government 
agencies. 

As evident by the title, the Queensland Weeds 
Symposium (QWS09) is a state-wide conference, 
but one with considerable regional, state and 
national relevance, particularly given that the 
chosen theme for the 2009 conference is ‘Managing 

weeds in a climate of change’. 

The QWS09 will reflect on weed management and 
the ‘change’ over this period with respect to social, 
environmental, economic and technological advances 
and adaptations to recognised best management 
practice to ensure more effective and efficient control 
with the aim of reducing  weed impacts. 

A Call for Abstracts is currently open and closes on 
14 December 2008.  Abstracts may be submitted 
online at the following address: www.wsq.org.
au/10thWeedSymposium/home.  

Places on the program are limited and therefore early 
submission of paper abstracts is encouraged.  Please 
note there is also opportunity for community groups to 
submit abstracts.  

Weeds symposium call for abstracts

FBA has welcomed the announcement of 
$23 million for natural resource and industry 
groups under the Australian Government’s Reef 
Rescue package.

FBA Chief Executive Officer Suzie Christensen 
said the Fitzroy region would receive $3.3 
million to work with landholders to improve 
framing practices and outcomes for the 
environment.

“As the region’s leading natural resource 
management group, we look forward to working 
with industry partners including Agforce, 
Growcom, and Cotton Australia to get these 
funds on-ground,” Ms Christensen said.

“We will work to improve land management 
practices across industries including grazing, 
cropping and horticulture.

“We have a strong history of working closely 
with land managers over the last 10 years to 
help them adopt best management practices 
and reduce erosion and run-off into waterways 
and out to the Great Barrier Reef,” she said.

“This package will help up ramp up our efforts 
through a truly collaborative approach with 
industry bodies to ensure landholders have 
access to the information and skills needed to 
manage the land sustainably.”

Ms Christensen said the package would build 
on the excellent on-ground outcomes achieved 
to date through engaging landholders.

“The FBA worked with more than 200 
landholders last year to improve land 
management to prevent sediment run-off into 
the Great Barrier Reef lagoon,” she said.

“Landholders across the basin are already 
reducing annual average sediment loads 
delivered to waterways by about 75,000 tonnes.

“We’re on target to cumulatively reduce 
sediment entering waterways by 4.1 million 
tonnes by 2014,” she said.

“The Fitzroy Basin is the largest river system 
draining to the east coast of Australia, with 
20 850km of waterways all leading to the reef 
lagoon, so we have a real capacity to make a 
difference to the health of the reef.”

Group welcomes funds for reef rescue



A project that is setting the benchmark for 
sustainable grain production across central 
Queensland has received a funding boost from 
the Australian Government.
The Grains Best Management Practice (BMP) 
project received $194,778 under Caring 
for our Country grants announced today 
by Environment Minister Peter Garrett and 
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, 
Tony Burke.
The Grains BMP project is joint venture 
between Fitzroy Basin Association Inc (FBA), 
AgForce, and the Department of Primary 
Industries and Fisheries.    
The project allows grain growers to undergo a 
comprehensive assessment of their cropping 
practices against industry benchmarks, and then 
develop plans and access training to address 
identified gaps. 
FBA Chief Executive Officer Suzie Christensen said 
the new funding would enable the continued roll out 
of the project, which has been making gains over 
the past three years.
“Up to this stage the project has been about 
developing benchmarks and pilot assessment 
programs and testing these with growers,” Ms 
Christensen said.
“FBA and our sub regional groups have worked with 
four groups of landholders to complete a pesticide 
application pilot module and deliver customised 
training,” she said.
“This initial work has been met with enthusiasm by 
growers, who are keen to see how they ‘measure 

up’ and what they can do to improve the sustainability, 
productivity and resilience of their businesses.
“This new money will ensure Grains BMP can achieve 
more widespread coverage of cropping areas, to help 
more growers voluntarily adopt best management 
practices and improve their chances of running a 
viable enterprise into the future.”
Ms Christensen said the FBA also supported a 
successful application under the Caring for our 
Country grants by their partner organisation, the 
Capricorn Pest Management Group (CPMG).
“It was great to see CPMG receive $345,280 to 
implement the Fitzroy Basin Weeds Management 
Strategy, a significant planning document funded by 
the FBA that prioritises local weed control activities,” 
Ms Christensen said.
CPMG Coordinator Trudy Baker said the money 

would be used to implement projects 
designed to tackle weeds of national 
significance (WoNS) threatening central 
Queensland.
“Our region is under threat from nine of 
the twenty WoNS species. Through the 
strategy we have determined the most 
efficient and cost effective controls needed 
at the regional scale to limit the spread and 
reduce the impact of these weeds species,” 
Ms Baker said.
“Nine sub regional projects have been 
chosen as priority areas for control and 
will include control measures such as 
mechanical and chemical application, as 
well as education and awareness raising 
activities with land managers,” she said.
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Caring for our Country grants boost 
grains BMP and weeds projects

Below: Trudy Baker with Mike Bent from FBA examine the 
Fitzroy Basin Weeds Management Strategy.

Above: Grain growers in Capella work through the pilot 
module at a Grains BMP workshop.


